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The years 1746-1756 are notable for Frederick's
use of his machine rather than for the changes which
he made in it. He now displayed in action the
principles of domestic policy which were the fruit of
his early training and the guide of his later years.
His ideal is as simple to understand as it was difficult
to realise in practice. He allowed his subjects to
think as they pleased on condition that they acted
as he pleased. Neither in home nor in foreign policy
did the King recognise any bounds to the assistance
that he might demand from the dwellers within his
dominions.

The main object of his foreign policy was to extend
the borders of Prussia to the utmost limit consistent
with the safety of the State. His home policy was
to bring within those borders the greatest possible
number of men, to prevent them from falling below
a certain moderate level of righteousness, comfort,
and knowledge, to organise a huge army, to collect
a vast revenue, and to enable Prussia as far as pos-
sible to supply all the needs of every one of her
people. Other states were useful to her because
they supplied recruits to her army, teachers for her
artisans, and gold and silver in exchange for her
surplus manufactures. The gold and silver were
drawn into the treasury by taxation and used to
build villages, to establish new manufactures, to
hire more soldiers, and to fill Frederick's war-chest.
Then, by war or a display of force which made war
superfluous, a new province would be joined to
Prussia and the routine of development, taxation,
armament, and acquisition could begin anew.